Team and Collaborators

1. Passion and Team

Stephen Tse {4 has been obsessed with protocols and compilers since
high school. He reverse-engineered ICQ and X11 protocols, coded in OCaml
for more than 15 years, and graduated with a doctoral degree in security
protocols and compiler verification from the University of Pennsylvania.

Stephen was a researcher at Microsoft Research, a senior infrastructure
engineer at Google, and a principal engineer for search ranking at Apple. He
founded the mobile search Spotsetter with institutional venture capital; Apple later acquired
the startup.

Nicolas Burtey founded a VR video startup in 2012 that grew to 40 people
and raised $10m. Orah served the needs of thousands of professional

¢ content creators in 70 countries by selling GPU-driven live stitching software
and 360° cameras.

Nicolas holds a bachelor’s degree in mathematics and computer science, and
a master’s degree in computational photography. His master’s thesis at Ecole Nationale
Supérieure Louis Lumiére was titled, “The representation of space and time in panoramic
photography.”

Alok Kothari worked on deep learning models for natural language
understanding at Apple’s Siri. He conducted research in natural language
processing, information retrieval machine learning and published at top
conferences like SIGIR, ICWSM and EMNLP. His research paper won the
best dataset award at ICWSM 2013.

Alok’s book “Game Changers” chronicles successful entrepreneurs from his
alma mater IIT Kharagpur in India. He also co-founded the entrepreneurship cell there, which
has produced 60 student startups. Alok obtained his master’s degree in artificial intelligence
and language technologies from Carnegie Mellon University.


http://linkedin.com/in/tsestephen
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nicolasburtey/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alokkothari/

Rongjian Lan was a search infrastructure engineer for Play Store at Google. He
published over 10 academic papers on spatio-temporal querying and
map-based visualization. Rongjian began researching decentralized protocols
in early 2017.

~ Rongjian is the co-chair of ABC Blockchain Foundation, with more than 100

engineers from Google, Facebook, LinkedIn as members. He was a doctoral
candidate of computer science at the University of Maryland College Park and obtained his
bachelor’s degree from the University of Science and Technology Beijing.

Minh Doan worked on Google’s Assistant, Play and Plus for 5 years. He was a
former champion at USA Computing Olympiad Open and many other
Informatics Olympiads. Minh holds the patent for “Publisher Click-Ring Fraud
Detector” at Google.

Minh was a doctoral candidate in algorithms and distributed systems at the
University of California, Irvine. He has a master’s degree in computer science and applied
mathematics from Moscow State University. His research paper, "An effective ant-based
algorithm for the degree-constrained minimum spanning tree problem,” published at IEEE
Congress on Evolutionary Computation.

Nick White holds bachelor's and master’s degrees in electrical engineering
from Stanford University, where he focused on signal processing,
optimization and control. As a graduate teaching assistant at Stanford, he
researched artificial intelligence and applied mathematics with Prof. Bernard
Widrow.

Nick has served as the Al specialist for Hong Kong-based Al incubator Zeroth.Al, and coached
over 20 teams from 5 continents across industries ranging from finance to agriculture to
blockchain. He is a certified yoga instructor and an avid surfer.

Sahil Dewan is a graduate of Harvard Business School, where he served as
president of the blockchain and cryptocurrency club. He has worked at Draper
Dragon Fund and advised several blockchain projects.

Sahil founded FuturEd, an ed-tech startup that pioneered a mobile platform for

alumni engagement and fundraising for over 100 educational institutions in

India. He was also elected country president for AIESEC India, a youth
leadership organization present in more than 125 countries.















